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1. Philosophy and Education

Differentiate between "the urgent” (attendance, assignments, tasks) and "the
important" (understanding, interpreting, determining).

* The four major subdivisions of philosophy:

Metaphysics (“What is real?”)

Epistemology (“How do you know what you know?”)
Axioloay (“What and why do you value?”)

Logic (“How do you organize your reasoning?”)
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important” (understanding, interpreting, determining).
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o Relates to curriculum content

Body, spirit, or mind?




smmmm= Epistemology (“How do you know what you know?")

o Relates to methods of instruction/ how we teach

Body: ls knowledge derived through the senses?
i (If so, will teach via sensory learning.)
S~ Spirit: Does knowledge come from authority?
= (If so, will form beliefs from that source.)

¢ Mind: Is knowledge already present in the mind?
v (If so, will teach via reasoning.)




smmmm— Axiology (“What and why do you value?”)

o Relates to character education, art, and citizenship

'O Are there universal and timeless principles of right/wrong which are
@ found at all societies at all times? Or, are all values relative to
>  different cultures at particular times?

7\
:\ = Are certain things considered "beautiful” universally? Or do they
g 5‘ reflect the values of a certain time/place?



e | ogic (“How do you organize your reasoning?”)

o Relates to how instruction is organized

s
Deduction (explanatory = traditional curricu
SN organized in sequence)
Induction (predictive = constructivist curricu

um,

um,

direct experiences, form own generalizations)

% Abduction (sparked thought)



Ed310 - Philosophy: the study of the meaning of truth, knowledge, reality, and existence.
Foundations of

Learning
The Philosophy of Education reveals the needs and workings of the society.

Theories determine:

The content of the school curriculum.
The role of the teacher.
The place of the student.

The philosophy of educators is reflected in:
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Learing | doa: thought, concept, or image about something.
Ideal: principle or standard to which we can aspire.

|dealist: striving for perfection is a desirable goal.

+12, Allthings, and all ideas, derive from a pure and perfect spiritual source/essence.
@ The senses are imperfect sensors of that source. Meaning comes from pre-

=— existing conceptual structures. ;@%

‘dq Plato: Allegory of the Cave.
42':9 > Descartes: Doubt everything (except the fact that you are doubting); the senses deceive.
A "‘ Kant: The categorical imperative (all persons have intrinsic rights, values, and ends).
Hegel (& Watts): Every idea contains its opposite idea (antithesis) enfolded within it.
Froebel/Montessori: Development begins within the child, as latent powers rise to the surface.
Emerson: Over-Soul (individuals are microcosms of the world mind).



The point of Plato’s Allegory of the Cave: wist

2 ¢ F
A," <
The words in our language are not "names" of the physical objects that we see. They are only

names referring to things that we cannot see, but that we can only partially grasp with the mind.

The allegory is about the pursuit of true knowledge. We have a limited worldview of sensory
perception, beyond which is the source that emancipates truth and justice within each individual
and the state itself.

What really matters is not what lies in the cave but what lies outside of it




Alfred Korzybski: Non-Aristotelian Semantics:

Everyday language consists exclusively of Aristotelian "objectifications” and "identifications”,
rather than any structure of events, which all too often reverses the process of abstracting
"objects”, then "words", then "meaning”. This leaves humans to bicker over definitions, which
can never be the events themselves. We objectify "mind" and "body" as if they could operate
independently, and "emotions" as excuses for actions. These are symptoms of insanity.

Experience

The thing/event (the reality)

The perceivable object (what it is possible to perceive)
The perceived object (which is actually perceived)
Description (language)

Label (description of description)

...0f description, etc. (more and more abstract)
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3. Realism

The reality of an objective order.
What is external to us is real, and exists prior to our experience.

Aristotle

\lz7_ Al views of the world are the results of direct experience. There is a "real” world
NS \ Y
-\ @/ of objects that have matter and form, and exists independently of us, that we can
/~\  Acquire knowledge about through our powers of sensation and abstraction.

4

) 4

~  The reasoned life yields greatest happiness. All human beings participate in a shared, general
—  ethical human nature. We organize reasoning by conceptually arranging the frameworks of
deduction and induction.



k310~ 4 Theistic Realism (Thomism)
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Philosophy (reason) is compatible with theology (divine revelation), because
natural laws operate in accordance with the divine plan.

Thomas Aquinas

Values are universal and timeless. Truth is an infinite realm. "Wrong" is 4
means without an end.

Philosophy seeks truth through reason, and theology seeks it through divine
revelation from God.
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Leaming K nowledge results from the empirical (observable and replicable) testing of
practical ideas in human experience.

John Dewey

" A uniquely "American" philosophy of the early 20th century. There is no power

:E % or source higher than human experience.

The scientific method should be applied to thinking itself (define a problem,
research and act on an action, and hypothesize future responses).
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Leaming  Thore is no predetermined definition or purpose. We are free to make our own
definitions through choices that lead toward self-definition.

Soren Kierkegaard, Jean-Paul Sartre, Martin Buber. (In psychology, Rooly
May, Viktor Frankl, Gordon Allpart, and Carl Rogers.)

I Recent (latter 20th century). We bear the responsibility of our free choices.
“\W <7 Angstis the awareness that we are responsible for our choices and will eventually
' disappear. Tragedy is finding personal meaning in an indifferent world.

The world simply "is". We can only choose to make a difference to ourselves.
We have been cast as actors who must write our own script as we go.
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7. Philosophical (Linguistic) Analysis

Examine and clarify our use of language. What is the meaning of what we say
and write? Reduce statements to their irreducible form, then test empirically.

Bertrand Russell

Public education in the U.S. is inherently political, because it employs ideological
exLloﬁations. Linguistic Analysts seek only to apply the tools of analysis to
schools.

(the predicate is contained in the subject; e.g. "Iragis are human beings"
[verifiable], or "Freedom is strength” [not verifiable]). Used to express fact.

(the predicate is 7of contained in the subject; e.g. “John weighs 150 pounds”
[verifiable], or "No child should be left behind" [not verifiable]). Used to express fact.

(the meaning is ours); e.g. "l love my partner,” or "Life is good" [never verifiable].
Purporting emotive statements to be verifiable can be dangerous. Used to express emotion.



Ed310 - 0
ro o 8. Postmodernism

Leaming  Rejects all existing theoretical structures. Sees metaphysical thought as 2
philosophical tranquilizer for insecure people.

Friedrich Nietzsche, Martin Heidegger, Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault

Blend subjects and fields of thought. There are no universal truths or approaches
to rationality. Previous ideologies supported industrialization, globalization, and a
new exploitative capitalist ruling class fueled by racist imperialism. The world is
incomplete, and in the process of becoming. We construct our own reality from
our intuitions and experiences.

The dominant group creates racist, classist, and sexist language in order to subordinate and marginalize the under-
represented groups. Whoever claims to possess "the truth” either creates or supports a power relationship, or "regime of
truth” by which people can control one another. Claim to authority is how dominant groups control subordinate ones.
“Truth” only exists for those who share the commitment to use that same terminology. Guilt is a powerful means of
social control.
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Learing | daglogy is a group's shared beliefs, values, and identity, based on place, time,
and group membership. Philosophies claim relevance to all people at all times.

Paolo Friere

= The ideology of liberalism served to proclaim individual rights against
the vested aristocracy. Conservatism followed, to urge restoring the
traditional institutions.
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Learming Al sovereign nation-states need school systems to socialize
its children as national citizens.

Webster

In the U.S., nationality must be modeled on the white,
English, Protestant interpretation of a celebrated and
acclaimed American past.

American Exceptionalism is often expressed in terms of
"manifest destiny": God has favored Americans above all
other peoples. Qur ends therefore justify any means.




Ed310 -
Foundations of
Learning

1 1. Liberalism

Government functions by a mutual consent of the governed.

John Locke, John Dewey

Began with 18th century Enlightenment. People are inherently
good by nature. Bring the greatest good to the greatest number of
people. Limit freedom only as it interferes with another’s freedom.

Church and state should be separate. Be highly suspicious of Fascists on the right and of
Marxists on the left, both of whom promise a perfect world order by purging the undesirables.
Opt for freedom even to the point of allowing those who want to destroy it to organize against it.






