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Differentiate between "the urgent" (attendance, assignments, tasks) and "the 
important" (understanding, interpreting, determining).

1. Philosophy and Education

�The four major subdivisions of philosophy:

Metaphysics (�What is real?�)
Epistemology (�How do you know what you know?�)
Axiology (�What and why do you value?�)
Logic (�How do you organize your reasoning?�)
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� Relates to curriculum content

Body, spirit, or mind?

Science:  study 
universal rules

Humanism:  
study social 
laws



2

Differentiate between "the urgent" (attendance, assignments, tasks) and "the 
important" (understanding, interpreting, determining).

1. Philosophy and Education

�The four major subdivisions of philosophy:

Metaphysics (�What is real?�)
Epistemology (�How do you know what you know?�)
Axiology (�What and why do you value?�)
Logic (�How do you organize your reasoning?�)

Ed310 �
Foundations of 

Learning

� Relates to methods of instruction/ how we teach

Body: Is knowledge derived through the senses?
(If so, will teach via sensory learning.)

Spirit: Does knowledge come from authority?
(If so, will form beliefs from that source.)

Mind: Is knowledge already present in the mind?
(If so, will teach via reasoning.)

Science:  
singular 
objective reality

Humanism:  
multiple inter-
subjective 
realities
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� Relates to character education, art, citizenship
Are there universal and timeless principles of 
right/wrong which are found at all societies at all 
times?  Or, are all values relative to different 
cultures at particular times?
Are certain things "beautiful" universally?  Or do 
they reflect the values of a certain time/place?

Science:  find 
cause and effect

Humanism:  
gain wholistic
understanding 
of human 
patterns



3

Differentiate between "the urgent" (attendance, assignments, tasks) and "the 
important" (understanding, interpreting, determining).

1. Philosophy and Education

�The four major subdivisions of philosophy:

Metaphysics (�What is real?�)
Epistemology (�How do you know what you know?�)
Axiology (�What and why do you value?�)
Logic (�How do you organize your reasoning?�)

Ed310 �
Foundations of 

Learning

� Relates to how instruction is organized

Deduction (explanatory = traditional
curriculum, organized in sequence)

Induction (predictive = constructivist
curriculum, direct experiences, form own
generalizations)

Abduction (sparked thought)

Science:  value 
objectivity

Humanism:  
value liberation/ 
emancipation

The Philosophy of Education reveals the needs and workings of the society.

Philosophy: the study of the meaning of truth, knowledge, reality, and existence.

Theories determine:

The content of the school curriculum.
The role of the teacher.
The place of the student.

Ed310 �
Foundations of 

Learning

The philosophy of educators is reflected in:

School Mission Statements
Educational Goals & Objectives
Teaching Styles
Classroom Organization
Discipline Policies




