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Differentiate between "the urgent" (attendance, assignments, tasks) and "the 
important" (understanding, interpreting, determining).

1. Philosophy and Education

�The four major subdivisions of philosophy:

Metaphysics (�What is real?�)
Epistemology (�How do you know what you know?�)
Axiology (�What and why do you value?�)
Logic (�How do you organize your reasoning?�)
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� Relates to curriculum content

Body, spirit, or mind?

Science:  study 
universal rules

Humanism:  
study social 
laws
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1. Philosophy and Education

�The four major subdivisions of philosophy:

Metaphysics (�What is real?�)
Epistemology (�How do you know what you know?�)
Axiology (�What and why do you value?�)
Logic (�How do you organize your reasoning?�)

Ed310 �
Foundations of 

Learning

� Relates to methods of instruction/ how we teach

Body: Is knowledge derived through the senses?
(If so, will teach via sensory learning.)

Spirit: Does knowledge come from authority?
(If so, will form beliefs from that source.)

Mind: Is knowledge already present in the mind?
(If so, will teach via reasoning.)

Science:  
singular 
objective reality

Humanism:  
multiple inter-
subjective 
realities
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� Relates to character education, art, citizenship
Are there universal and timeless principles of 
right/wrong which are found at all societies at all 
times?  Or, are all values relative to different 
cultures at particular times?
Are certain things "beautiful" universally?  Or do 
they reflect the values of a certain time/place?

Science:  find 
cause and effect

Humanism:  
gain wholistic
understanding 
of human 
patterns
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�The four major subdivisions of philosophy:
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Epistemology (�How do you know what you know?�)
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� Relates to how instruction is organized

Deduction (explanatory = traditional
curriculum, organized in sequence)

Induction (predictive = constructivist
curriculum, direct experiences, form own
generalizations)

Abduction (sparked thought)

Science:  value 
objectivity

Humanism:  
value liberation/ 
emancipation

The Philosophy of Education reveals the needs and workings of the society.

Philosophy: the study of the meaning of truth, knowledge, reality, and existence.

Theories determine:

The content of the school curriculum.
The role of the teacher.
The place of the student.
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The philosophy of educators is reflected in:

School Mission Statements
Educational Goals & Objectives
Teaching Styles
Classroom Organization
Discipline Policies
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Idea: thought, concept, or image about something.
Ideal: principle or standard to which we can aspire.

2. IdealismEd310 �
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Idealist: striving for perfection is a desirable goal.

All things, and all ideas, derive from a pure and perfect spiritual source/essence.  The 
senses are imperfect sensors of that source.  Meaning comes from pre-existing 
conceptual structures.

Plato: Allegory of the Cave.
Descartes: Doubt everything (except the fact that you are doubting); the senses deceive.
Kant: The categorical imperative (all persons have intrinsic rights, values, and ends).
Hegel (& Watts): Every idea contains its opposite idea (antithesis) enfolded within it.
Froebel/Montessori: Development begins within the child, as latent powers rise to the surface.
Emerson: Over-Soul (individuals are microcosms of the world mind).
Idealistic teachers: Motivate students to be truth-seekers & develop to their highest potential.  Teaching 
is a moral calling.  Character/values education.  The whole is greater than its parts.  Gestalt (whole) view.  
Schools exists to facilitate a student’s spiritual & intellectual growth.  All education is really self-
education.  Curriculum always has a cultural core.

The point of Plato�s Allegory of the Cave:

The words in our language are not "names" of the physical objects that we see.  They are only names 
referring to things that we cannot see, but that we can only partially grasp with the mind.

The allegory is about the pursuit of true knowledge. We have a limited worldview of sensory 
perception, beyond which is the source that emancipates truth and justice within each individual and 
the state itself.

What really matters is not what lies in the cave but what lies outside of it.



5

Alfred Korzybski: Non-Aristotelian Semantics [not in text]

Everyday language consists exclusively of Aristotelian "objectifications" and "identifications�, 
rather than any structure of events, which all too often reverses the process of abstracting 
"objects", then "words", then "meaning�. This leaves humans to bicker over definitions, which can 
never be the events themselves. We objectify "mind" and "body" as if they could operate 
independently, and "emotions" as excuses for actions. These are symptoms of insanity.

The thing/event (the reality)

The perceivable object (what it is possible to perceive)

The perceived object (which is actually perceived)

Description (language)

Label (description of description)

...of description, etc. (more and more abstract)

Level of Abstraction Experience

0

1

2

3

4

5

The reality of an objective order.  
What is external to us is real, and exists prior to our experience. 

3. RealismEd310 �
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Aristotle

All views of the world are the results of direct experience. There is a "real" world of 
objects that have matter and form, and exists independently of us, that we can 
acquire knowledge about through our powers of sensation and abstraction. 

The reasoned life yields greatest happiness. All human beings participate in a shared, general 
ethical human nature.  We organize reasoning by conceptually arranging the frameworks of 
deduction and induction.
The purpose of education is to cultivate, develop, inform, and guide reasoning, by classifying 
objects within a body of knowledge, in a cumulative, sequential, and systematic manner.  The 
same curriculum should be offered to all.  Everyone has a duty to contribute the greatest 
values of which he or she is capable.  The mind’s ability to envision possibility is stronger than 
genetic proclivity.
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Philosophy (reason) is compatible with theology (divine revelation), because natural 
laws operate in accordance with the divine plan.

4. Theistic Realism (Thomism)Ed310 �
Foundations of 

Learning

Thomas Aquinas

Values are universal and timeless.  Truth is an infinite realm. "Wrong" is a means 
without an end.

Philosophy seeks truth through reason, and theology seeks it through divine 
revelation from God.

Since we live in a God-created world which follows natural laws and operates 
according to the diving plan, Reason and faith are complimentary. Teaching is a call 
from God to serve the subject and the student.

Knowledge results from the empirical (observable and replicable) testing of practical 
ideas in human experience. 

5. PragmatismEd310 �
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John Dewey

A uniquely "American" philosophy of the early 20th century.  There is no power or 
source higher than human experience.

The scientific method should be applied to thinking itself (define a problem, research 
and act on an action, and hypothesize future responses).

Good teaching and learning involves process-based problem-solving.  Since life is 
dynamic, values cannot be determined for all time, but are, rather, projects to be 
worked out in human experience.  Curriculum should not be prescribed in advance, 
but, rather, should derive from student experiences.
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There is no predetermined definition or purpose.  We are free to make our own 
definitions through choices that lead toward self-definition.

6. ExistentialismEd310 �
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Soren Kierkegaard, Jean-Paul Sartre, Martin Buber.  (In psychology, Rooly May, 
Viktor Frankl, Gordon Allpart, and Carl Rogers.)

Recent (latter 20th century). We bear the responsibility of our free choices.  Angst is 
the awareness that we are responsible for our choices and will eventually disappear.  
Tragedy is finding personal meaning in an indifferent world. 

The world simply "is".  We can only choose to make a difference to ourselves.  We 
have been cast as actors who must write our own script as we go.

Students are free agents, responsible for creating their own selves and purposes.  
Everything learned is a tool toward the realization of one�s own subjectivity.  
Standardized testing restricts the interpersonal relationship between teacher and 
student. Value-laden subjects are vital, as is authentic assessment.

Examine and clarify our use of language.  What is the meaning of what we say and 
write?  Reduce statements to their irreducible form, then test empirically.

7. Philosophical (Linguistic) AnalysisEd310 �
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Bertrand Russell

Public education in the U.S. is inherently political, because it employs ideological 
exhortations.  Linguistic Analysts seek only to apply the tools of analysis to schools.

Three kinds of statements (linguistic tools of education):

�Analytical (the predicate is contained in the subject; e.g. "Iraqis are human beings" 
[verifiable], or "Freedom is strength" [not verifiable]).  Used to express fact.

�Synthetic (the predicate is not contained in the subject; e.g. "John weighs 150 pounds�
[verifiable], or "No child should be left behind" [not verifiable]).  Used to express fact.

�Emotive (the meaning is ours); e.g. "I love my partner," or "Life is good" [never verifiable].
Purporting emotive statements to be verifiable can be dangerous.  Used to express emotion.



8

Rejects all existing theoretical structures. Sees metaphysical thought as a 
philosophical tranquilizer for insecure people.

8. PostmodernismEd310 �
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Friedrich Nietzsche, Martin Heidegger, Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault

Blend subjects and fields of thought.  There are no universal truths or approaches to 
rationality. Previous ideologies supported industrialization, globalization, and a 
new exploitative capitalist ruling class fueled by racist imperialism.  The world is 
incomplete, and in the process of becoming.  We construct our own reality from our 
intuitions and experiences.

The dominant group creates racist, classist, and sexist language in order to subordinate and marginalize the under-
represented groups. Whoever claims to possess "the truth" either creates or supports a power relationship, or "regime of 
truth" by which people can control one another. Claim to authority is how dominant groups control subordinate ones.  
�Truth� only exists for those who share the commitment to use that same terminology.  Guilt is a powerful means of 
social control.

Education must examine the social and political consequences of claims to truth. Claims to knowledge are never 
neutral, and the official curriculum is only one version of reality. Public education is used to perpetuate a capitalist, 
Eurocentric, patriarchal social order.  Teachers should encourage multiculturalism and dialogue, by functioning as 
agents of critical change.  Include the works of under-represented groups in the curriculum. �Deconstruct" culture by 
gleaning how it is represented in writings.  Texts are social constructions.  What are the assumptions, presuppositions, 
and meanings of a text’s culture?  Philosophy is a socially-charged study in grammar.  Establishing meaning requires 
interpretation.

Ideology is a group’s shared beliefs, values, and identity, based on place, time, and 
group membership.  Philosophies claim relevance to all people at all times. 

9. Ideology and EducationEd310 �
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Paolo Friere

The ideology of liberalism served to proclaim individual rights against 
the vested aristocracy.  Conservatism followed, to urge restoring the 
traditional institutions.

All education is conditioned and shaped by ideology, and 
exists to protect the dominant ideology.  True teachers 
cannot reduce their practice to mere transmission of 
contents.  True teachers must also stand up for what is 
right, and against what is indecent. 
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All sovereign nation-states need school systems to socialize 
its children as national citizens.

10. Nationalism, American Exceptionalism, and Ethnonationalism
Ed310 �
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Webster

In the U.S., nationality must be modeled on the white, 
English, Protestant interpretation of a celebrated and 
acclaimed American past.

American Exceptionalism is often expressed in terms of 
"manifest destiny": God has favored Americans above all 
other peoples.  Our ends therefore justify any means.

�A foreign education is the very source of evil.� (Webster)

Government functions by a mutual consent of the governed.

11. LiberalismEd310 �
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John Locke, John Dewey

Began with 18th century Enlightenment.  People are inherently good 
by nature.  Bring the greatest good to the greatest number of people.  
Limit freedom only as it interferes with another�s freedom.

Church and state should be separate. Be highly suspicious of Fascists on the right and of Marxists on 
the left, both of whom promise a perfect world order by purging the undesirables. Opt for freedom even 
to the point of allowing those who want to destroy it to organize against it.

Progress is possible through a free flow of ideas.  Schools should be used to promote racial integration, 
solve social problems, encourage conflict resolution, and promote multiculturalism. Encourage critical 
thinking, and be willing to diverge from the prepared lesson plan to make the most of a "teachable 
moment".  Be open to all ideas, including unpopular or unconventional ones.  No censorship or arbitrary 
controls.  Process-oriented education ("learn by doing").
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Human beings are imperfect (and/or sinful) creatures who need traditional social 
institutions and guidelines in order to know "correct" behavior.

12. ConservatismEd310 �
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Edmund Burke

Maintain and preserve traditional institutions, in order to pass along from one 
generation to the next the best elements of the past.  Right and wrong are not voting 
matters.  They are institutional, and enshrined in customary manners and behavior. 

Tradition is the best source of authority, and maintains social stability.  Not all people are equal in 
intelligence and ability. The American past is one of ordained Divine Providence and manifest destiny.  
We, being on God’s side, thus have the right to make unilateral decisions that affect world affairs; the 
world is divided into good and evil; others "are either with us, or against us.�

Educationally, we should tolerate neither bilingualism nor multiculturalism, but should instead focus on 
respect for authority, hard work, diligence, and civic responsibility.  Schools exist to prepare a well-
trained workforce, and to support traditional "family values". Creationism should be taught instead of 
(or at least alongside) evolutionism.  Alternative families only cloud values and thus threaten the social 
order.  Standardized testing is the only way to determine academic competency.  Straying from this 
ideology will tempt us toward our evil nature, resulting in the erosion of civilization.

People are inherently sinful by nature. We 
need traditional authoritarian social 

institutions to enforce "correct" behavior.

Conservatism

Tradition and authority maintain social stability.

Americans are of ordained Divine Providence and 
manifest destiny.  We have the right to make 
unilateral decisions that affect world affairs.

New ideas threaten and erode civilization.

Manage all content. Focus on traditional values.

Standardized testing.

Mutual consent of the governed.

Liberalism

People are inherently good by nature. 
Freedom should be limited only as it 
interferes with another�s freedom.

Church and state should be separate.

All world citizens are born equal.  No people 
have an inherent right to infringe on other 

people�s private freedoms.

Encourage critical thinking and new ideas.

No censorship. Learn by doing.

Authentic assessment.

The wise must govern the unwise/unfit.




